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Battle Creek Ski Club 

 

Starved Rock State Park:  May 23-24, 2015   
Starved Rock Park is a world 

apart from anything else! You 

will know it the minute you 

enter the park, as you wind 

your car through the towering 

trees. Amazing waterfalls are 

active in the spring and after 

heavy rains. They have 13 

miles of trails to explore, plus, 

the Illinois River offers boat-

ing, extraordinary views and great places to relax. Visit 

the Lodge and see the largest two-sided fireplace in 

Illinois!  

 

We will be hiking and exploring to the waterfalls that 

are all around the park. 

A block of hotels rooms have been set aside with two 

double beds for $100/night. 

 

Contact: Joe Dill (269) 806-8322, 

joedill2004@ameritech.net 

Can you use $150?? Who Can’t!!! 

If you went on a winter ski trip that was an over-night, your name is in the 
bucket to win $150 CASH.   

YOU MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN!!! 
 

Our Speaker for this night is the BC Police, Crime Prevention Unit to speak about 
personal safety.  

Millers Time Out 
13260 S. Helmer Rd. (at the corner of I-94 & Helmer) 

Tuesday, April 14th 
Social Hour - 6:00PM 

General Meeting starts at 7:00PM 

OutState Spring-Summer Events 

 

Hocking Hills State Park: Aug 14-16, 2015 
1.5 hours SE of Columbus OH, is undisturbed forest, 

rugged cliffs and deep mysterious gorges.  Two cab-

ins have been reserved, however there are only 5 

spots open.  The X-Zip, zips into a cave is on Satur-

day.  Segway rides and of course hiking during the 

weekend adventure are available.   

Carpooling and leaving BC at noon on Friday and 

sharing the cost of gas. We will hike (optional) on 

Sunday morning and leave 

after lunch time. 

 

Cost:  $230 pp, includes 

Zipline on Saturday, lodging 

and meals for the entire 

weekend 

$300 pp includes above, as 

well as the overland Segway tour 

$50 deposit holds your spot for the weekend!!!! 

 

Contact: Joyce Ashdon (269) 963-1086, 

j.ashdon@prodigy.net  



President’s Corner 
 

 

From the Pres: 

 
Hello again fellow ski clubbers! 

 

Here we are going into the month of April!  Nearing the 

end of another ski season for most of us.  Some of you who 

are reading this will shortly be heading out on a train to 

Winter Park for your Spring Fling!  Many, Many THANKS 

to Val Rossman, Mike Bielski, and Joyce Ashdon for all of 

the difficult work they did in putting this trip together, and 

having to deal with all of the Amtrak issues, that have been 

numerous this year. 

 

Speaking of trips…. I’d also like to say thanks to Michele 

Mollard and Kim Elliot for the fun bus trip they organized 

and ran to Crystal Mountain back in early March.  Did you 

know that even though the number of attendees for the ear-

lier bus Schuss trip, came in lower than we had hoped for, 

the Ski Club Board of Directors decided to cover the sev-

eral hundred dollars shortfall instead of canceling the trip.  

This is where club dues, money raised at our club auction, 

and raffle are used for….to make sure the people who want 

to ski have that opportunity to ski! 

And now we move into a new season for the Club SPRING 

AND SUMMER activities. When I was in Breckenridge 

last year, I was chatting with the owner of a wonderful little 

cookie shop in town.  She said Breck has two seasons, 

Snow Season and Mud Season!  But look a little closer, and 

you will see that mud season is an exciting time.  Spring is 

eager to arrive, but Winter isn’t ready to leave, and the two 

battle back and forth across the landscape.  We might get 

dumped on by multiple inches of snow on the fields, then 

two days later a warm wet spring winds up whisking away 

the snow and revealing new green grass.  The trees are bare 

– or are they?  No, each one is studded with tiny buds of 

fresh green.  Fluffy white clouds cast giant shadows across 

the hills. 

This whimsical talk tells me it’s soon time to get out the 

golf clubs, for the Winter Park Open, April 19, (contact 

Joyce Ashdon), As well as, time to check the air in the bi-

cycle tires, (thanks Joe Dill for organizing coming cycling 

events)  Last but not least, it’s time to get the Kayaks and 

Canoes cleaned up for some fun excursion on the water. 

 
So I want to share with you the number of opportunities to 

have fun with fellow members, or also invite friends to 

come along and join in the fun.  
   (continued in next column) 

For those who keep try-

ing…Failure is temporary. 

Your President, 

 Gerry Tillman 

 

 The Memorial day weekend at Starved Rock State 

Park (organized by Joe and Julie Dill). 

 The June 13th BCSC Pirates on the Kalamazoo Raft 

Race 

 The July 11th Canoe, Kayak, and Bike morning 

brunch event (delicious fare) at the Dills 

 The Hocking Hills Weekend, Aug 14th – 16th 

(organized   by Joyce Ashdon) 

 The Pere Marquette Camping and Canoeing  

(organized by Bill Cole and Barb Starring) 

 The bicycling  outings, some additional golf, with 

great food afterwards, in South Haven is being planned 

by Michele Mollard ….. and the list goes on!   

 

Please keep checking the BCSC website for additional in-

formation and get your reservations in!  We will also be 

sending out a postcard with important fun dates for your 

refrigerator at home.  

 

I’d like to say THANK YOU to all of the people who have 

stepped forward to be on the Board again this coming year, 

and also for the past directors and board members who 

have served, and are filling open positions.  We are still in 

need of another director or two, and also someone who is 

willing to keep and provide updates of a database for our 

membership. 

 

Please let me know if you can step forward and help your 

Club!  We meet once a month, year round, to plan the nu-

merous activities for everyone’s enjoyment.  The winter 

trip committee will soon be organizing, so if you have des-

tination you would like considered, please mention it to a 

board member, or better yet come to a meeting to discuss. 

 

In closing, did you go on an overnight trip with the Club?  

WOULD YOU LIKE $150.00 CASH?   You will have the 

chance at the April General Meeting to walk away with the 

cash in our big raffle of trip attendees.  You MUST BE 

PRESENT to win! 

 

And again, I’m sure I’ve omitted some other important 

information, but keep checking out the battlecreekski-

club.com website for even more pertinent information.   

Hope to ski ya’ll later. 



 

TRIP UPDATES 
 

The trip to Sun Valley lived up to its name. We had beautiful sunshine and not a cloud in the 

sky for the first 4 days. No Lift lines were a huge plus, but could have used a little more snow 

on the slopes. The coverage on the groomed runs was good. Moguls were a bit crusty from 

what I heard AND Julie’s Facebook picture confirms that. Ralph and Karen tried out the Nas-

tar race course while others tried out the snowshoes and cross-country trails.  The food of-

fered in the town of Ketchum provided variety and was very good. Besides the Pioneer Sa-

loon and Lefty’s, visitor and local favorites, some tried out the local Sushi, French cusine, 

and Mexican restaurants. We had a couple après ski get together, where we heard about everyone’s adventures. 

By the middle of the week, some of the lift operators were referring to some of us as the ‘Battle Creek babes’.  

Woo Hoo!  After the first day of skiing and most every day after, many of us went to the  BIG ‘hot tub’ pool to 

unwind and sooth those muscles.  Cheryl and Michele hope those who went had a great time and tell all their 

friends about the western trips through the BCSC. 

 

Crystal Mountain Bus Trip on March 7th was a huge success.  We not only 

had 35 people, but we got a bigger bus at not extra charge so everyone could spread 

out.  Weather was perfect, at mid to upper 20’s with mostly cloudy skies with a few 

peaks of the sun.  Snow conditions were great and held up great for the day. It was 

Mardi Gras weekend, so we all sported multiple beads that the mountain provided 

and heard music mixed up by the DJ, on the hills from 11 to 3:30pm. Kim cross 

country skied and said that conditions were amazing on her hills as well.  By the end 

of the day many of us met up at the picnic tables for a few adult beverages before boarding the bus.  Kim and 

Michele hope that you will consider joining them next year for a day trip to Crystal Mountain 

 

Let’s have some 

summer fun!!! 
 

Saturday, June 13: Be a part of 

the BCSC “Pirates” in a Raft 

race in Battle Creek.  Join us to 

help build the raft, or actually be 

on the raft or cheering on the 

banks of the river the day of the 

event.  There are food vendors, 

music and yard games at the fin-

ish line for everyone to enjoy! 

Contact Joyce Ashdon 269-963-1086, or  

j.ashdon@prodigy.net  

 

Saturday, July 11: Day at the Dill’s on Crooked Lake: 

biking and kayaking/canoeing. Bring your own mode of 

transportation. 10am start 

time. Bring a dish to pass for 

lunch. Contact: Joe Dill,  

269-806-8322, 

joedill2004@ameritech.net 

 

Winter Park Golf OPEN, 

Sunday, April 19th  

at Cedar Creek Golf Club in Battle Creek 

 
This event is open to all mem-

bers and non-members who 

want to join us.  We golf what-

ever the weather and some-

times gloves and ear muffs are 

in order so don’t put that winter 

gear away, you just might need 

some of it.  

 

Cost is $26 for 18 holes with a cart.  You pay when 

you get to the course.  This will be a SCRAMBLE.  

Meet at noon at the clubhouse. If weather is too terri-

ble we will not golf. 

 

Contact: Joyce Ashdon, 269-963-1086, or  

j.ashdon@prodigy.net so she can make your tee time 

for you. 



  

 

July 31—Aug 2 
Our theme for the river this year is MILITARY! So dress the Part! 

 
Looking for a fun, adventurous, and relaxing weekend this summer?   

Then look no further this is what you need, a weekend of camping, 

 canoeing, and just lots of fun!  We will be staying Friday 

and Saturday nights at Pere Marquette Campground, equipped 

with all the amenities to make your camping experience one 

to remember; modern restrooms with hot showers, volleyball, 

basketball court, and horse shoes.  Saturday we will canoe the Pere Marquette River, considered 

one of the clearest and cleanest scenic rivers in Michigan.  It will be a 3 to 4 hour trip so we will 

be eating lunch on the river.  Saturday evening there will be a Pot Luck (meat will be provided).  

Options for Sunday are more canoeing, golf, bicycling, or hiking...your choice!  So if  

you need a break from the summer grind, sign up now for a Great Time! 

 

Cost: (payment in full required to secure your reservation) 

Canoeing and Camping $64 per person 

Single Kayak and Camping $78 per person 

Tandem Kayak and Camping $66 per person 
 

To sign up contact: Bill Cole, 269-569-4710, william_70@hotmail.com 

 Weekend Mackinaw Island Trip 
Aug. 24-26, 2015 

 

Camping and Biking Adventure at 

the Mackinaw City KOA with the 

intent of biking around Mackinaw 

Island on one of the days. If any-

one wants to join members of the 

BCSC that would be great. Reservations are to be 

made directly at KOA.com. There is a bike trail from 

the KOA campsite all the way into town and the 

ferry docks.  Contact: Joyce Ashdon for more details 

Thornapple River 

Weekend Adventure 
 

If you need a near by weekend getaway, this is the 

trip for you.  A quick drive to a camping and ca-

noeing/kayaking weekend on the Thornapple 

River.  

 

DATE AND DETAILS WILL BE COMING 

SOON.  

 

Contact: Mike Bielski, 269-377-8635, mickey-

biel@comcast.net 



OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
PRESIDENT 

Gerry Tillman .............................................. 269-381-3012 

  email: gtillmann@signartinc.com 

EXTERNAL V-PRESIDENT 

Joe Dill .......................................................... 269-806-8322 

  email: joedill2004@ameritech.net 
INTERNAL V-PRESIDENT 

Joyce Ashdon ................................................ 269-963-1086 

  email: jashdon@prodigy.net 

SECRETARY 

Roni Worden ................................................ 269-327-6410 

  email: wordenrl@kalamazoo.kl2.mi.us 

TREASURER 

Cheryl DeDoes .............................................. 269-254-1444 

  email: cheryl.dd@sbcglobal.net 

PRESIDENT EX-OFFICIO 

Betsy Watson ................................................ 269-321-2079 

  email: shastawat@sbcglobal.net 

DIRECTORS: 

Mike Bielski .................................................. 269-377-8635 

  email: mickeybiel@comcast.net 

William Cole ................................................. 269-569-4710 

  email: william_70@hotmail.com 

Steve Terranella ........................................... 269-330-2331 

  email: nevetsjt@gmail.com 

Julie Dill ........................................................ 269-271-6146 

  email: bella1206@att.net 
Otto Naesset .................................................. 269-962-4178 

  email: onaesset@yahoo.com 

Carl Leighton ............................................... 269-370-2614 

  email: N/A 

Terry Worden .............................................. 269-327-6410 

  email: aupuyi@aol.com 

Michele Mollard ........................................... 269-998-3331 

  email:  mmollard13@gmail.com 

MEMBERSHIP 

Julie Dill ................................................269-271-6146 

  email: bella1206@att.net 

Webmaster 

Joe Dill ...................................................269-806-8322 

  email: joedill2004@ameritech.net 

April 

Birthday Wishes:  

Vicki Coscarelli  01 

Jay Hoorn  01 

Shannon Maycock 01 

Ian Beaton  03 

Gary Linke  04 

Coleen Cloward  08 

Andrea Latham  08 

Sean Kelly  08 

Benjamin Cole  08 

Ethan Chupka  09 

C.J. Hoorn  10 

Gretchen Zigterman 11 

Jay Keessen  12 

Claudio Thornton  12 

Matt Sumner  13 

Chase Kerns  13 

Robert Dahmer  14 

Alex Cherry  14 

Kim Ameluxen  15 

Brandon Coy  15 

Mark Bieszka  15 

Josiah Turpin  16 

Val Rossman  18 

Mike Cherette  19 

Lydia Rogers  19 

Marlene Bussler  19 

Dawn James  20 

Lauren Hylland  20 

Thomas Hylland  20 

Tim Gunning  21 

John Avery  22 

Noah Kennedy  22 

Larry Spedden  23 

Claudia Stohler  24 

David Rusnell  25 

Pam Trammell  25 

MaryEllenOtavo-Lawrence26 

Thomas Garratt  26 

Dan Christian  30 

Nick Cakmakci  30 

  
WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS: 
 

We would like to welcome the following new mem-

bers to the Battle Creek Ski Club 

Ann Wierengo, Jay and Kimbery Keessen and Ian 

Beaton 

Please make them feel welcomed to our group when 

you meet them. 

Day in South Haven 
 

Options for the Day: 
 Golfing at Beeches Golf Course  
 Kayaking/canoeing the Black River 
 Shopping or beach time 

 
Lunch will be served, date 
and times to be determined   
 

Contact: Michele Mollard, 

269-998-3331,  

mmollard13@gmail.com 

THANK YOU!!!! 
 

We would like to thank the STAFF at 

Miller’s Time Out,  

the location of our monthly General Meet-

ings, for all their work on the second Tues-

day of every month from September through 

April. 
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New Happenings!! 
 

 

Do not miss our Spring-

Summer-Fall events during 

the off ski season by checking 

our Website weekly at 

www.battlecreekskiclub.com 

Like the song goes….. 
 

MONEY MONEY MONEY, MON-EY!!! 
 

Who can’t use $150 ???  So we are reminding you about our annual 

CASH give-a-way!!! At our April General Meeting at Miller’s 

Time Out, we will be giving away $150 BUCKS. 
 

Each person who has attended a ski trip (overnight or longer) in our 

2014-15 ski season, will have their name placed on a ticket for a drawing at our April 

meeting.   

YOU MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN!  So, mark your calendars for April 14th from 

6:30pm to 8:30pm to attend your club’s General Meeting.  You will also hear about 

the many fun plans we have for the up and coming Spring, Summer and Fall seasons.     

April 


